
 Dear Parents and Carers, 

As we approach the festive season, I am delighted to share some wonderful highlights from 
across our federation. 

Our pupils have been incredibly busy showcasing their talents through Christmas performances 
across every year group. These events have been a wonderful opportunity for our children to 
demonstrate their singing, dancing, and acting skills. Additionally, we have taken the entire infant 
school on a magical theatre visit, ensuring every child could experience the joy and wonder of a 
live stage performance.  

A special mention must be made of our staff pantomime of Peter Pan at HHJS, which was writ-
ten and directed by our very own Mr Bidmead. This performance was a true highlight for me and, 
I am certain, for many of our pupils. My sincere thanks to Mr Bidmead for his creativity and dedi-
cation. 

I am thrilled to celebrate some significant achievements. We have been awarded the Music 
Mark, recognising our fabulous choir, amazing instrumentalists, and our inclusive approach to 
music teaching. This is a testament to the musical talent and commitment within our federation. 

We are also acknowledging some staff changes. We bid farewell and extend our heartfelt thanks 
to Mrs Bannister, our SENCo, who leaves this Friday to embark on new adventures. Mrs Blake 
is also stepping down from her SENCo role but will continue teaching Leopard Class. I want to 
express our sincere gratitude to both for their unwavering dedication. Their commitment to sup-
porting our pupils and families has made an invaluable impact on many lives. 

I also want to express my gratitude to both school PTA’s who have raised a tremendous amount 
of money for the schools and held some fantastic events for the children—thank you so much for 
your time and effort and really making a difference to our schools. 

On behalf of the entire staff, I would like to thank our families for your ongoing support, kind 
words, cards, and gifts. We wish all families a wonderful Christmas and a very happy New Year. 
We look forward to welcoming pupils back to school on Tuesday, January 6th, 2026. 

Warmest wishes, 

Zoe Brittain 

Federation headteacher 
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Dates at a glance 

January 

Monday 5th January—INSET DAY 

Tuesday 6th January— Children return to school 

Tuesday 6th—Thursday 8th January—Year 3 Safe Walking Scheme 

Friday 23rd January—Year 5 V&A Museum trip 

Thursday 29th January—Year 4— Royal Ballet Trip 

2nd February—12th February—Year 6—Bikeability 

16th February –20th February—HALF TERM  

Notices/Reminders 

                

Extra Curricular Clubs—Spring Term 

Don’t forget to sign up for the Spring term Extra Curricular clubs—
details can be found on the school website: 

https://www.cihhjf.school/hampton-hill-junior-school/
parents/extra-curricular-provision-clubs-timetable  



SEND SEGMENT 

Welcome to your section of the newsletter for sharing all things 
related to Special Educational Needs and Disabilities, (SEND) 

Dear Parents, 
As I write my last SEND segment I wanted to Õrstly thank you for all the beautiful words and kind 
gifts. Much appreciated and very touching.  

I would also like to share with you my parting words to the children and staff that I delivered in as-
sembly on Wednesday:  

As a little girl all I ever wanted was to grow up and be a teacher. I used to play games with my toys lined 
up as my class and I had a blackboard (shows my age!) and I would teach my imaginary ‘classÕ! So after 
school, I went to university and trained to be a teacher and in 1992 I had my first ever class. Those chil-
dren are now 43 years old!  

I went on to work in quite a few schools and over time I found that I had a particular passion for helping 
the children who found school very challenging.   

When I had a son of my own, he came to Carlisle and then HHJS. As a parent, when I came to HHJS to 
meet the teachers or watch him perform in a concert, I always used to say “This school has a special feel 
and IÕd love to work here one day”. Then that dream came true! And here IÕve been for nearly 9 years.  

At HHJS we are always telling you to follow your dreams and try new things. That is something I believe in 
not just for children- but for grown-ups too! Even though IÕm much older than all of you, I still have 
dreams and things I want to learn. I still want to explore new ideas and challenge myself.  

And thatÕs why IÕve made a big, brave decision. IÕm leaving HHJS so I can try something new-something 
that will help me grow just like we encourage all of you to grow. ItÕs not because I donÕt love being here. In 
fact, I will miss you all so much.  

Before I go, thereÕs something very important I want to say one more time. In this school, every child is 
special and every child shines in their own way. Some of us learn differently, some of us move differently, 
and some communicate differently – but all of us have amazing talents and dreams. Children with additional 
needs arenÕt just part of our school; they are a wonderful, strong, inspiring part of our community.  

When we support one another, include one another, and cheer each other on, we make our school a kinder, 
happier place for everyone. I hope you will always keep being champions for each other – because every 
single one of you deserves to feel proud, capable and celebrated.  

The staff at HHJS are an incredible team and IÕve had the privilege to lead the LSA team.  They are the 
quiet heroes of the school, the encouragers, the problem-solvers, the patient guiders, the extra hands, 
the extra hearts.  

They make such a difference every single day and I am so grateful for their hard work and unwavering 
passion for helping children thrive. It has been an honour to work alongside them.   

With VERY Best Wishes, Mrs Tracey Bannister  



 






